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June 18, 1937 


Lr. Char lea H. Cowan 
T.ercantile Building 
Cklahorm City, . klahoraa 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed is the bond for £5,000 o 0Q signed, 
said bond also to be signed by John Benson and George 
Kline# .'s I told you in Lt* Louis, this is sons thing I 
would not have dene for any one else and never expected 
to do for anybody# 

The delay in returning the bond was caused 
by ny waiting to get in touch with Percy, as I wished him 
tc witness this bond. I did not care for the Gesslers or 
any one coning in the store to witness it, as both bankers 
and business men arc inclined tc frown upon the signing of 
personal bonds nowadays, and look upon it as shewing an un- 
Bcund business policy. 

The bank will probably kick when. it appears 
among my liabilities on the statement I have to make to 
them every now and then as to ray finances in order to make 
loans# 


Clad you succeeded in getting the Pennsylvania 
company and hope you will also land the Pittsburgh company# 

From what Ifory writes, she is a very busy 
ycung lady# She apparently only has son© four cr.ployers 
at present, but after another year she ought to, with luck, 
at least have eight or ten at the rate she is going# 

Business here is not exiitinj# Xhe next few 
weeks should show whether a new depression is starting 
already# if it is, we can thank the President and the 
Labor Unions. 


Pith best regards. 


As ever. 


BGJ :C.i • 
Enc# 


CHAS. H. COWAN, GENERAL AGENT 
Trial Balance as of November 30, 1937 


Bank 

$ 312.90 

Accounts Receivable 

2437.37 

Furniture & Fixtures 

28.51 

Accounts Payable 

$2067.24 

Commissions 

794.49 

Investment 

750.00 

Expenses 

832.95 


$3611*73 


$3611.73 




Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 

CHAS. H. COWAN, general agent 

MERCANTILE BUILDING 

Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 


December 11th. 1937. 


Dear Johnson 


It sounded good to hear your voice over the 
phone. No doubt Stell will be home by the time this letter 
reaches you. So far I have not hear from the Varneys so 
guess their promise to come over this week end and take their 
stuff is another promise gone wrong. From what you folks 
said the house cleaning and refurnishing must have gone off 
all right in spite of the rotten weather. I know Stell 
got a kick out of managing the work. I also believe that it 
will be better for you to have the negro that that dumb Dora 
you have had. 


I managed to get in all my balances and I have in 
turn sent the companies their money so I am at loose ends as it 
were until the last of the year. Business for November was not 
near as good as I would of liked it and I am sorry to say that 
December is not starting off so good. I am going to make a 

whirl around the bigger agencies and try and find out just what 
is the matter. From all reports I get from agents and field 
men is eeems that business just stopped along about the 15th. 
of October and has not started up yet. It seems that every one 

is waiting for the first of the year to come before they do any¬ 
thing. I have several good prospects lined up but they all 
want to wait until after the first. 

I closed my accounts today and after all enteries 
were made the trial balance shows as per attached copy. 

Vie are all looking forward to your coming down 
Xmas. If a deal developes in Miami that I am working on I may 
get up there week after next and if I do I will get in touch 
with you for it might be advisable for me to run up there and 
we could come back in the car from Miami or Joplin. If I 
get that for up the line I might want to bring Bomford with me 
as I talked to you about some time back. In any event if it 
looks like I can make the boat I will give you plenty of notice. 


Be good and let’s hear from you, 


ROSS McCAlN. President 



Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

>ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 

CHAS. H. COWAN. GENERAL AGENT 

MERCANTILE BUILDING 

Oklahoma City. Oklahoma 


February 21st. 1908. 


uear Johnson:- 

inclosed is a check for the tickets, Kere’e homing 
this is the time for us to collect. 

..hen closing the books for January I found that I 
had not sent you the results after the close of the books for 
December, so I am enclosing copies of the trial balances for 
both months. My expenses were small in Janaary which made 
the statement look a bit better. As strange as it myy seem 
business picked up in January and I was able to make a very 
good connection here in Oklahoma City that will make my February 
the best month yet. From the looks of things I should write 

close to $4000.00 If I can get the premiums up to $5000. 

' 

is min ’ to take time. In July my renewals mil] start coming 
around and from there on it should be easier. 

I ary says she has v.itten you so no doubt you have 
all the details regardsing the Kahles. 

,,c are all going along about the same as usual 
but we sure miss the dog. 

It may be that I can arrange a trip up in the 
: . 1 i1 ■ .. ■ 

Uo special news other than what Mary has 
given you so I will ring off. let’s hear from you, 






/\S/~£ *T--^Ui*0' ‘^MW 
'^rt y<2~£^ % J_r 
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CHAS. H. COWAN, GENERAL AGENT 
Trial Balance as of January 31, 1938 


Bank 

883.30 

Accounts Receivable 

2469.73 

Fum. & Firt. 

28.51 

Accounts Payable 

2791.07 

Commissions 

1069.76 

Investment 

750.00 

Expenses 

1229.29 

4610.83 4610.83 



CHAS. H. COaAN, GENERAL AfflSHT 

Trial Balance as of December 31, 1937 


Bank 

98.41 

Accounts Receivable 

2015.26 

Fum. & Firt. 

28.51 

Accounts Payable 

1587.64 

Commissions 

892.45 

Investment 

750.00 

Expenses 

1087.91 

3230.09 3230.09 


t 



PIEDMONT 

Fire Insurance Company 

OF THE JETtiX FIRE GROUP 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
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CHAS. H. COWAN, GENERAL AGENT 

Trial Balance April 30, 1938 


Bank 

1071.73 

Accounts Receivable 

6483.70 

Automobile Account 

851.00 

Accounts Payable 

6338.36 

Reserve for Deprec. 

425.50 


C. H. Cowan, Prop, a/c 951.53 

Gain _ 691.04 



8406.43 8406.43 

Commissions earned 

1242.50 

Office expense 

14.65 

Travel expense 

399.91 

Postage 

22.50 

Tel. & Tel. 

29.59 

Insurance 

79.00 

Taxes 

5.81 

Gain 

691.04 


1242.50 


1242.50 




CHAS. H. COWAN, GENERAL AGPiNT 
Trial Balance March 31, 1938 


Bank 

1148.47 


Accounts Receivable 

5324.92 


Automobile Account 

851.00 


Accounts Payable 


5527.90 

Reserve for Deprec. 


425.50 

C. H. Cowan, Prop, a/c 


951.53 

Gain 


419.46 


7324.39 

7324.39 

Commissions earned 


831.51 

Office expense 

14.65 


Travel expense 

280.86 


Postage 

10.50 


Tel. & Tel. 

21.23 


Insurance 

79.00 


Taxes 

5.81 


Gain 

419.46 



031.51 


831.51 




CHAS. E. COWAN, GENERAL AGENT 

W 

Trial Balance - Feb. 31, 1938 


Bank 

Accounts Receivable 
Automobile Account 
Accounts Payable 
Reserve for Deprea. 

C. H. Cowan, Prop, a/c 
Gain 

Commission earned 
Office expense 
Travel expense 
Postage 
Tel. & Tel. 

Gain 


930.90 

4042.94 

851.00 

4102.32 

425.50 

951.53 

345.49 


5824.84 

5824.84 


508.65 

13.01 


125.00 


10.50 


14.65 


345.49 



508.65 


508.65 




CHAS. H. COWAN, GENERAL AGENT 

Trial Balance - Jan. 31, 1938 


Bank 

883.30 


Accounts Receivable 

2469.73 


Automobile Account 

851.00 


Accounts Payable 


2791.07 

Reserve for Deprec. 


425.50 

C. H. Cowan, irop. a/c 


951.53 

Gain 


35.93 


4204.03 

4204.03 

Commissions earned 


177.31 

Travel Expense 

125.00 


Postage 

9.00 


Tel. & Tel. 

7.38 


Gain 

35.93 



177.31 


177.31 











Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 

CHAS. H. COWAN, GENERAL AGENT 
MERCANTILE BUILDING 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

April 8, 1940 


Mr. B. G. Johnson, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 


Dear Johnson: 

In line with our conversation while in St. Louis last 
week Mr. Benson, having "been retired, wishes to he re¬ 
lieved of liability under the bond he signed along with 
you and Mr. George Kline. As stated to you, if it is 
agreeable to you, I would also like to relieve Mr. Kline 
of any liability. If you are willing to remain on the 
bond as sole surety, if you will write me to that effect 
it will be appreciated. 

I have made further efforts to secure a surety bond from 
a casualty company, but they have discontinued writing 
that class of business, which makes it impossible to se¬ 
cure a bond of that kind. 

For your information I am enclosing a copy of my trial 
balance at the end of January which will show you what 
condition the agency is in at this time, 

,.e were a little late getting home because we were delayed 
at Miami, but I believe while there we developed some 
good business* 


Yours very truly, 


c/c 


..... . K. COWAN, 

and net ;;o 2 n; exhibit foe January, 1940. 


Furniture L Fixtures 
i.uto (Ford) 

Bank (First National) 
e/c Receivable 
a/c Payable 

Reserve for Depreciation (Ford) 
C. IT. Cowan, Frop. a/c 1-51-40 


Net worth Prop, a/c 1-1-40 
January earnings 

January withdrawals 

Net worth Prop, a/c 1-31-40 


Commission earned 

Office expense 

Travel 

Postage 

Tel. & Tel. 

Interest 

Net Income to Frop. a/c 


Dr. 

Cr. 

100.00 

787.25 

1886.29 

17057.71 

15455.76 

323.23 

3992.26 

19771.25 

19771.25 

3721.22 

615.09 

4336.31 

344.05 

5992.26 





894, 

.75 

187, 

.64 



50, 

.00 



15, 

,00 



18, 

,58 



8, 

,44 

279, 

,66 


615.09 







April 10, 1*40 


> r. t' as Go wan 

Mercantile building 
Okl.ahona ;ity, Oklahoma 

'J'jar Cl-u'le.. : 

• lyl , . to your'le: ter of April 8th, as you 
know, I do not like signing; bonds and never did. In fact, 
the only bond I ever signed la ray li-i* 5 w&s the on* I signed 
for you. It io a method of Mince lure which has kern 
si t r j ol sol* ! -or ye* rs. • f r as I can ,'i ure it 
o fc. It is only kept up by Insurance co pantes because they' 
have found It enables them, under certain conditions, to 
cciltsct f«>u bond signer-; what \.y.ey would not be able to col 
loot frojo a casual tv cojri'any. In other words, they cr.n 
blackmail and frighten o bond -i ner into paying when a 
, corapaaj would Lecllhe to do so at all, 

hhi.-s 1 *t Most . wr.robo.ble to happen in your 
case, io e*.y the least, b it nevertheless I would consider 
signing a $5,000 bond to be £5,000 liability, and so 

, 

ais willing to eigu <.j I .iignad the other bond, with two 
other signers, hut I honestly think tbit is all that can 
rea-iona.i/iy De expected of we. 

The statement you sent is a very good one. 

I aw glad to laam that busing 3 a is going on nicely with 
you, end if you succeeded in picking up coxae business 
during your stay at Miami, it was worth cho delay. 

As ever. 


BGJjG'V. 






July 26th, 19-30 


Mr. Jhitrios II. Do wan 
'oroantile Building 
Oklahoma 01ty, Oklahoma 

Dour Gharlosl 

I Iiavo not had time to chock up on tho 
natter of tho note until today, end find that you 
wor© right about the date of tiie note vr ldh. was duo 

July 1st. 


hill you ylaaue execute another note for 

. 

old one. If during tho c >aing year you u 

part or all of tldo noto, I will ppreoiate it because 

1 would rather 153.0 to ;ot cleaned up .t t:u Lank. 

Tho oituation all over the world is so oLacuro that 

. 

ho# to »et UB into war, and if that 
all old happen, there io bound to bo tro. 1 o tna£a» 
tion of vl . kinds, 

t\i.t news there in I wrote Stella the other 

- . 

ever, vo huve liad the first throe extreme! of 

the year ana 1 imagine she ia not fool In as well an she 
was before they oocrurre-l. 

I saw kellio at wg Unde * b funeral on Monday, 
Sho looks fine but said that wliat with Joe and your 
Mother being unable to hit it off very well that she is 

' B& very ba' . 

a •" ln . vrritG3 me you put over tlio ..oroplana 
business. I an glad to hear it, things here a:*o very 

quiet, l&ey always are at this time of the year but 
particularly so tad .: year &UO t tho war,. 


As over, 



After Five Days Return to 
CHAS. H. COWAN, General Agent 
Mercantile Building 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 



//' SfY 








J?OSS MCCAIN. PRESIDENT 




Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 

CHAS. H. COWAN, general agent 

MERCANTILE BUILDING 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 




PS • , , 






. 


.He he 

audlinr the ' ' > in the 

riyht manner. 

It 3 ' 

. 

. 

. 

' 

iake, 55,750.00; and if and when t! 
under the bond, yon can pay then th ,000.00; 

balance due. 

September 30th for your review. George I ] ave 

from October 7th. 

- 

time . 

ary, I feel that 1 

freezing, or setting aside, as i were, a certain amount of 
fco t catcl . If Feels that w ' t, 

, 
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0 T-05.43 

323,23 

- 30 - 0 ° 
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595^73 






407,1° 
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226,°7 
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w. ross McCain, president 



Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 

CHAS. H. COWAN, general agent 

MERCANTILE BUILDING 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

October 7, 1940 


Mr. B. G. Johnson 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company 

408 Olive Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Sir - 

As one of the Sureties under Bond of Charles H. Cowan, General 
Agent to the Piedmont Fire Insurance Company (dated June 1, 1937), 
you are advised that we have today notified the said Charles 
H. Cowan of the termination of our General Agency Contract as 
of a date sixty ( 60 ) days from receipt by him of said notice. 

According to our records, the General Agency indebtedness to 
this Company is approximately as listed below, subject to later 
verification. You will be advised later as to the status of 
this indebtedness which we are endeavoring to have liquidated 


as rapidly as 

possible - 



April 

13154.09 


May 

2463.62 


June 

1340.27 


July 

2551.83 


August 

1708.45 


September 

1136.52 

,312354.78 

Less 

check dated 10-1-40 

1000.00 

$11354.78 


Your acknowledgment will be appreciated. 


Yours very truly, 


Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 



Secretary / 


GK:C 




0 :i' 3 th, K) 


"r. Gcr’or. lyl: 

. ' . 

Cl: I 
. . £: : 

Tour lott of October 7th 
t h... C rj\l I herewith . :l.u> ,/lelye receipt 
of o . , • ;}i. 

I - + o V . , keep ue 

po -t'V 1 . ■’ •• ‘ ' I will 

. 


Your? vr:„;- trjly 






October 11th, 1940 


Mr. Charles H. Cowan 
Mercantile Building 
Oklahoma City, Okie. 

Dear Charles: 

Your letter of October 9th received this morning. 

I am considerably astonished to learn that Mr. John Benson 
has been released from his liability under the bond. This 
was done without ray knowledge or consent. In fact, in my 
letter of April 10th last, I specifically refused to give 
my consent to the release of anybody from this bond. Yet, 
apparently at that time, Mr. Benson had already been released 
from his liability without ray knowledge. As far as I am 
concerned, I still consider Mr. Benson liable for one third 
of that bond. 

I have already acknowledged Mr. Kyle's letter. 

Your suggestion that you should turn over to me "out 
of collections that I make" sufficient money to cover your 
liability to Mr. Kline and myself, would not appeal to me. 

As far as I can see, it would render rae civilly liable to the 
Piedmont Fire Insurance Company, and I am not at all sure that 
I would not be criminally liable also. 

The whole affair seems to be in an awful mess, and 
this mess seems to have already existed in April, 1940, at the 
time when you were asking me to release Messrs. Benson and Kline 
from their liability under this bond and assume the entire 
amount myself. 

It is all most unfortunate. I signed the bond originally 
with great reluctance because I have never known anyone to go on 
such a bond without their having something like this occur. 
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October 14th, 1940 



Mr. Gordon Kyle, Secretary 
Piedmont Fire Insurance Co., 
Hartford, Conn. 


Inre: Charles H. Cowan Agency 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Dear .Sir: 


v our letter of Octoter 7th from Oklahoma City 
was the first intimation I had as to the situation in the 

above agency. 


On receipt of your letter, I wrote Mr. Cowan 
asking him to advise me as to existing conditions in this 
agency. In his reply, dated October 9th end received by 
vJ October 11th, he gives me little actual information but 
does inform me that the liability of Mr. John Benson under 
the ij>5,000 bond signed by Mr. Kline, Mr. Benson and myself, 
has been cancelled. 

I have never consented to this cancellation and 
never lcnev, r until the receipt of Slf. Cowan* 3 letter on 
October 11th, that such cancellation had been made. I would 
very much like to know by what method this cancellation was 
effected. 


On ,pril 8th, 1940, . ■ wrote asking me to 

ecuseat to the cancellation of botn Mr. Aline*a and Mr. Benson*s 
liability under the above bond. On April 10th, 1940, I cate¬ 
gorically refused to do so and had no more knowledge of the 
matter until I received Kir. Cowan* s letter of October 9th. 

Mr. Cowan's letter of April 3th, requesting this 
cancellation and a carbon of my reply of April loth refusing 
same, are in my files. Any information you can give me re¬ 
lative to the whole affair will be appreciated, my knowledge 
of same being limited to your letter of October 7th and what 
little information Mr. Cowan gave me In his letter of 
October 9th. 


I am writing you at Hartford, as Mr. Cowan in his 
letter of October 9th informed me that you had returned there* 

Very truly yours. 


BGJ:JL 
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Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 

CHAS. H. COWAN, general agent 

MERCANTILE BUILDING 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 








October 16th, 1940 


Mr, Charles H. Cowan 
Mercantile Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dear Charles: 

Your letter of October 15th enclos¬ 
ing check for $250,00 to apply on the $750,00 
note recently renewed by you under date of 
July 1st, 1940, received with thanks, and duly 
credited. 


As to what I said about the proposi¬ 
tion you made in your other letter, I think if 
you will reread your carbon of that letter, you 
will find that I was perfectly correct and that 
it was impossible for me to accept same. 

Algo, you entirely missed the point 
I most, strongly objected to, which is, that 
Hr. John Benson was apparently released from 
his share of this bond despite ay not having 
consented to this release and without my knowing 
anything about it. 

I hope that evrything eventually 
turns out all right as you state. 

With regards. 


As ever. 


BGJ:JL 





\>A- 

l by, -to 


Mr* Charles H. Cowan 
Mercantile Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dear Charles: 


Your letter of October 15th enclosing 
check for $250,00 to apply on the $750.00 note 
recently renewed hy you-on date of July 1st, 1940, 
received with thanks. ^ 




As to what I said about the proposi¬ 
tion you made in your other letter^! think if 
you will reread your carbon of y o ur la e t letter, 
you will find that I was perfectly correct itt 

that it was impossible for me to accept such a - 

pr oposi t ion a s much f o r your o ro- g afce" “g B wtmry - 


Also, you entirely^ijd.S3ed the point 
-erf wh+* t w as annoy fng-a»a which wee t he fa c t that ' 
Mr. John Benson w£s apparently released from his 
share of this bona despite my not having consented 
to this release and without my knowing anything 
about it. 


I hope that everything eventually 
turns out all right,. ^ ^ 

With regards. 


As ever. 












Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP, HARTFORD. CONN. 


GORDON KYLE. SECRETARY 

Hartford, Conn. 

October 17, 1940 

Mr. B. G. Johnson 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company 

408 Olive Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 



Dear Sir: 


Re: Chas. E. Cowan, General Agency 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


We have for acknowledgment your letter of October 14th, and 
the statements contained therein are not as we understood 
the situation. We are looking into this matter and will 
advise you further. 


Very truly yours. 


Secretary 




GK:C 



THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this 1st day of June 1937, by 
and between the PI ELMO NT FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF CHARLOTTE, 

NORTH CAROLINA, party of the first part, and CHARIES H. COWAN, doing 
business as CHAS. H. COWAN, of OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA, party of the 
second part* 


WITNESSETH 


I 

That in consideration of the fulfilment of the agreement herein 
made, the party of the first part (hereinafter called the Company) 
appoints the party of the second part (herinafter called the 
General Agents) as its General Agents for the STATE OF OKLaHOMA, 
with power and authority to do all that is necessary for the proper 
fulfilment of such appointment and to accept the service of process 
for the Company, to issue, countersign and cancel policies of 
insurance and to receive and receipt for premiums thereon, to adjust 
losses under the policies of the Company, to receive and acknowledge 
service of proofs of loss and to pay the same under such conditions 
as may from time to time be laid down by the Company; to perform 
faithfully in every way his duties as General Agent, to protect and 
further at all times the best interests of the Company* 

n 

The local agents appointed by the said General Agents in the State 
of Oklahoma shall report their business in the customary manner to 
the said General Agents and the said General Agents shall forward 
promptly to the Company abstracts of risks written or bound, in 
accordance with its instructions or such modifications thereof as 
may be made from time to time; and shall forward monthly statements 
and schedules covering business transacted in the General Agency on 
or before the 15th day of the month following that in which the 
business shall have been written* 

The General Agents will promptly report to the Company all data for 
the appointment of agents or their removal or change, and will furnish 
such other proper information as the Company may desire in connection 
with its business. The Company reserves to itself the right to reject 
or cancel or reduce the amount of any business which is not satisfac¬ 
tory to it* 


HI 

The General Agents agree to remit to the Company the balances shown 
by its account to be due within ninety (90) days after the close of 
the month for which the said account was made up* 

In respect of all transactions of the General Agents and of local 
agents appointed by them, the General Agents agree to conform in 
all respects to the rules and regulations governing the writing of 
business in Oklahoma as are now or may hereinafter be in force and 
to which the Company is bound. 

The General Agents agree to assume the responsibility to the Company 
for the due payment of the premiums written by them or by the local 
agents reporting to them in the State of Oklahoma, less the proper 
deductions as shown in the accounts* 



IV 


The General Agents shall furnish to the Company a satisfactory bond 
in the sum of $5,000.00 conditioned upon the satisfactory discharge 
of their indebtedness to the Company and the faithful performance of 
their obligations under this contract. 

V 

The General Agents agree to advise the Company at Hartford, 

Connecticut of all losses immediately after they have knowledge of 
same, and the General Agents are authorized to provide for the 
adjustment of the losses and to pay the same in the manner arranged 
for with the Company. It is understood and agreed that in the event 
of difficulties arising in the adjustment of any loss, or in the case 
or tnreatenea litigation arising in connection with, any claim, or 
any serious complication in apportionments, the General Agents will 
immediately communicate all the fact3 to the Company so that the 
Company may be able to advise the General Agents or take charge of 
the case, or otherwise to decide upon its action in such event. 

VI 

The Company agrees to pay the General Agents for said services as 
General Agents, overriding commission of ten (10$) percent on net 
premiums written, except that on the following classes the General 
Agents overriding commission shall be: 

CLASS GENERAL AGENCY 

OVERRIDING COMMISSION 

United States Avaition Underwriters 
(All coverages except Compensation) 5% 

United States Aviation Underwriters 

Compensation 2|# 

Cotton Fire & Marine Underwriters - 

Marine Coverage Nil 

Cotton Fire & Marine Underwriters - 

Buyer T s Transit and Fire Coverages 2§# 

Hail & Rain (Special contract to be made 

with Rain & Hail Department) - 

Ocean Marine 5# 

Oil Insurance Association Nil 

Factory Insurance Association Nil 

Western Factory Insurance Association Nil 

Railway Underwriters Nil 

Underwriters Grain Association Nil 

Overriding commissions means commission in excess of the commission 
which the General Agents pay to their local agents on business 
located within the jurisdiction of the General Agents. The latter 
commission shall in no event exceed the scale of commissions 
currently authorized in Oklahoma, and the following schedule of 
commissions shall apply to the agents appointed by the General 
Agents, on all classes of Marine Business: 


INLAND MARINE 


CLASS 

AGENTS 

BROKERS 

Bridges 

10# 

10# 

Vehicular and Rail Tunnels 

ID 

10 

Jewelers* Block 

10 

5 

Personal Jewelry and Furs 

15 

10 

Scheduled Jewelry and Furs on 
Personal Property Floaters 

15 

10 








Transportation Policies 

Motor Truck: Cargo 

Bailees’ Customers 

Bailees 1 Liability 

Processing Risks 

Deferred Payment Merchandise 

Cameras 

Wedding Presents 
Horse Sc. Wagon Floaters 
Theatrical Floaters 
Stamp Collections 
Radium 

Garment Contractors’ Floaters 
Muscial Instruments 

Wna AJrta 

Fine Arts scheduled on Personal 
Property Floaters 
Furriers Customers 

Personal Effects and/or Tourist Baggage 
P&rcel Post 
OPEN 

CERTIFICATE 
Personal Furs Only 
Personal Property Floater 

(Except scheduled Jewelry, 

Furs and Fine Arts) 

Registered Mail 
Trip Transit 
Government Service 
Outboard Motors 

Railroad Cars (privately owned) 
Exhibition Risks 
Installation Risks 
Pattern Floaters 
Salesmen’s Samples 
Contractors’ Equipment 
Neon Signs 

Scientific Instruments 


OCEAN MARINE 


CLASS 

Hulls, including Yachts 
Builder’s Risks 
Piers and Docks 
Legal Liability Policies 
Miscellaneous Risks 
General Cargo eicept intercostal 
or Overseas 
Interoostal 
Overseas 


15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

15 

10 

20 

15 

20 

15 


20 

15 

20 

15 

15 

10 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 

20 

15 


AGENTS 

BROKERS 

15$ 

15$ 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 


Net premiums mean gross premiums less return premiums and reinsurance 
placed through said General Agents or affected at the office of the 
General Agents at the Company’s request. The said overriding 
commissions shall be in full compensation and payment of all costs of 
the business (except profit commission as hereinafter provided) with 
the following exceptions: 

(1) Commissions paid to local agents and 
insurance companies. 

(2) Allovi/ance of not exceeding five (50) cents 
per daily report to cover postage, but no 
allowance on cancelled policies, endorse¬ 
ments, accounts or correspondence. 






(3) Federal and state taxes 

(4) Expenses in connection with the filing 
of annual papers required by the 
Department of Insurance. 

(5) Proper expenses incurred in the ad¬ 
justment of losses paid by the General 
Agents to parties not in their service or 
connected with the General Agency, also 
railway fare to and from the point of any 
loss adjusted by any member of the General 
Agency. 

(6) Legal Expenses approved "by -fetie Company. 

(7) Advertising required by law and advertising 

ordered and paid for by the Company, but not 

advertising of the General Agency as such. 

(8) Board, Inspection and Audit Bureau and 
Insurance Department expenses. 

(9) Local Board and Fire Patrol assessments, if 
such exist. 

(10) Stationary and supplies which are 
requisite for the proper business of the 
General Agency. 

VII 

In addition to the foregoing commission the Company will allow the 
General Agents a further commission of ten (10$) percent on the net 
profits of the business (United States Aviation Underwriters all 
coverages. Cotton Fire and Marine Underwriters all coverages, Rain, 

Hail, Ocean Marine, Railway Underwriters, Underwriters Grain Association, 
Oil Insurance Association, and Factory Insurance Association business not 
to be included), to be calculated as follows: 

INCOME 


1 Net premiums written during the current contingent year, gross 
premiums less return premiums; also less reinsurance effected by or 
at the request of the General Agent. 

2 . Fifty percent (50$) of the net premiums written during the pre- 
ceeding twelve months. 

3. Outstanding losses at the beginning of the current contingent year. 

OUTGO 

1. All commissions allowed (excluding contingent commissions) on net 
premiums written as defined in Paragraph 1 of Income, including 
additional commissions on net premiums of business supervised. If 
any, also permitted charges for postage. 

2 . Net losses paid during the current contingent year, including loss 
expense paid. 

3. Net losses outstanding at the end of the current contingent year. 

4. Ten (10$) percent on net premiums as defined in Item 1 of Income, 

to cover all taxes, license fees, advertising required by law, partol 
and salvage corps assessments, underwriters 1 boards expenses, stamp¬ 
ing office expense, map corrections and Home Office overhead. 




5. A reserve of fifty (50$) percent of the net premiums of the 
current contingent year, as defined in Item 1 of Income. 


6. Deficit, if any, from previous year*s contingent account; deficit 
of any individual year to be carried forward one year only. 


The contingent commission of ten (10$) peroent shall be paid upon the 
excess income over outgo as calculated in accordance with the above 


formula. 


The continget calculation above referred to shall be made as soon 
after June 1st each year as is practicable by the Company and shall 
be forwarded to the General Agents for verification and when so veri 
fied and approved the contingent shall be due and payable. 


VI n 


In case notice of termination of this contract is given by either 
party no final payment of agreed contingent commission shall be 
made thereafter until all liability created by reason of this con¬ 
tract as against the Company shall have ceased; nor shall it be consid¬ 
ered as an offset or credit until due. It is understood, however, 
that in case settlement for any one loss is not made within a reason¬ 
able time after the expiration of or termination of this Company*s 
liability under all policies, for the purpose of contingent commision 
calculation the amount of such loss shall be determined by mutual 
agreement. 

IX 


This agreement may be terminated at any time by either party,giving 
sixty (60) days notice in writing to the other through registered 
mail at the expiration of which sixty days this agreement shall cease 
and determine so far as the transaction of new business is concerned 
and remain in force only for the proper winding up of the affairs of 
the General Agency. In case the agreement is thus terminated through 
notice given, neither party shall have any claim upon the other for 
loss of prospective profits, commissions or damage to the business 
arising therefrom except as otherwise provided in this agreement and 
the duties of each party to the other shall continue in full force 
and effect until the termination of the said sixty (60) days unless 
otherwise mutually agreed. It is further understood and agreed that 
upon the termination of this agreement no charges shall be made by 
the General Agents for service in the settlement of their account or 
in winding up the affairs of the business of the Company in their 
hands. 

X 


The General Agents agree to keep the business of the Company separate 
and distinct from their other business. All books, records and 
documents referring to the business of the Company shall be subject 
to the inspection of the Company at any time. 

XI 


This agreement is made in good faith and should there arise from 
any unforseen cuase differences of opinion or of interpretation of 
the contract which cannot be amicably settled between the Company 
and the General Agents, it is then understood and agreed that such 
differences shall be submitted for arbitration to two Chief 
Executive Officers of Fire Insurance Companies, one to be chosen by 
the Company, the other to be chosen by the General Agents. The 
arbitrators so chosen shall first select from amongst Chief 
Executives of Fire Insurance Companies, a competent and disinterested 
umpire to vdiom they shall submit their differences and the decision 
of the majority of the three shall in such case be final. The 
Arbitrators shall be required to decide matters submitted to them 
upon the customs and usages of the business in a spirit of equity 
rather than of technicalities or of legal requirements. Each party 
slall pay the expenses of its own arbitrator and pro rata portion of 
the expenses of the third arbitrator. Any such arbitration shall be 
held in the city of Hartford, Connecticut unless otherwise agreed in 
writing signed and acknowledged the Darties hereto at the time or 
before the arbitrators are appointed. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said PIEIMONT FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, and the said CHAS. H. COWAN, OF 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA, have affixed their signatures to this 
agreement the day and year first above written. 


PIEDMONT FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


James Johnston 

James Johnston 


Charles II, 


Cov/an 






R.'jss McCain president 


Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 


GORDON KYLE. SECRETARY 

Hartford, Conn. 

November 2, 1940 


Mr. B. G. Johnson 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin Company 

408 Olive Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 



Dear Sir: 

With further reference to your letters of October 9th 
and 14th, together with our letter of the 17th, we 
understand from Mr. Cowan that you v.ill probably be in 
Oklahoma City the first of next week on your way to 
San Antonio. 

We will be very glad to have your advices after your visit 
to Oklahoma City, awaiting which, we are, 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary 


GK:C 



Mr. (Jordon Kyle 
Fiodrr~.lt F5.ro 7is, Co., 
Hartford, Cor ■. 

Dear "dr: 


Fr-lying to yr.nr let tor of 
! T cvc bnr Snd, I 3 vo he- rd nothin- more 
relative to the statue of things in 
Oklahoma City r.c~ I received your last 

C’ *ShurBday, I or going by 
plr-nr to Sr.n Antonio and will return from 
, a] '; « 3 ugh 

this -to ne does -re. through Cklrhona City, 

» 

either going or coning, not hnv'n- the 
ti 'o to do r o. 


Very tray gov.ro. 


BGJ:JL 


W ROSS MC CAIN. PRESIDENT 



Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 


/ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN 


IARTFORD. CONN 


GORDON KYLE. SECRETARY 


Hartford, Conn. 

November 19, 1940 


Mr. B. G. Johnson 

St. Louis Stamp & Coin Company 

408 Olive Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Sir: 

We have not replied to yours of the 4th instant due to the fact 
that we have been in hopes before this being able to advise you 
something definite as to the status of affairs at Oklahoma City. 

We are doing everything we can, trying to improve this situation, 
but regret so far we have not made much headway. We hope to be 
in a position to advise you more fully shortly. 


Very truly yours, 




Secretary 


GK: C 






November 22nd, 1940 


Mr. Gordon Kyle 

Piedmont Pire Insurance Go., 

Hartford, Gonn. 

Dear Sir: 


Replying to your letter of 
November 19th relative to the matter 
of the Chas. H. Cowan Agency of 
Oklahoma City. 

I have heard nothing further 
about this affair. I wrote you fully 
as to what information I did have in my 
letter of October 14th, 1940, and I have 
never been able to get any actual infor¬ 
mation from anyone as to exactly what 
has transpired down there. 

There are several things that 
will have to be cleared up - in due tine, 
I shall take the steps I consider proper 
to clarify the situation; which is at 
present very vague to say the least. 


Very truly yours, 



BOJjJL 


MR w 
mniL 






B G JOHNSON, Proprietor 


CABLE ADDRESS “Moneta” 


PREMIUM COIN LIST IOC 



Dealers in 


corns. STAMPS. 

PAPER MONEY. 
AUTOGRAPHS 


ESTABLISHED 1897 

£>L Emu a S>tamp Sc (Emit (£m 

408 olive: street 



Dealers in 


ST. LOUIS. MO. 

November 22nd, 1940 


INDIAN RELICS. 

OLD FIREARMS, 

CURIOS. ETC. 


Mr. Gordon Kyle 

Piedmont Fire Insurance Co., 

Hartford, Conn. 

Dear Sir: 


Replying to your letter of 
November 19th relative to the matter 
of the Chas. H. Cowan Agency of 
Oklahoma City. 


I have heard nothing further 
mys e l -f about this affair.a «d| in fac t, 

I wrote you fully at&u t*what information 
I did have in my letter of October 14th, 
1940. 

I have never been able to get 
any* informat ion o f - ir.yoorta . noo from any- 
&***- b o d y a<5 to exactly what has transoired 
down there. 


At the proper^tia^-L 

^ of course, t, r > . i i i t ..P^ r4 r c j <P , i ~ --in. 

That-di^s^— a^ ia-orrfTV , >-!? <- 

U•”*** - 













ROSS 



GORDON KYLE. SECRETARY 


Piedmont Fire Insurance Company 

A ETNA FIRE GROUP. HARTFORD. CONN. 


Hartford, Conn. 
November 27, 1940 


Mr. B. G. Johnson 

St. Louis Stamp & Coin Company 

408 Olive Street 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear Sir: 


Re: Chas. H. Cowan, General Agent 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


This will acknowledge yours of the 22nd instant. 

We have definitely advised Mr. Cowan that we will terminate 
our contract with him as of December 6, 1940. Until the 
termination actually becomes effective we will not know the 
exact status of our account with Mr. Cowan. Just as soon as 
we can we will advise you the status of affairs. 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary 




GK:C 


June 10, 1941. 


Mr. Charles H. Cowan, 

Mercantile Building, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Mr. George W. Kline, 

Mercantile Building, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Mr. John Benson, 

Mercantile Building, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Mr. Burdette G. Johnson, 

c/o Saint Louis Stamp & Coin Co., 

408 Olive Street, 

St. Louis, Missouri. 

In ret Account Charles H. Cowan, 

General Agent, with Piedmont 
Gentlemen: _ Fire Insurance Company. _ 


This letter is directed to Mr. Cowan, as princiDal, and 
to Mr. Kline, Mr. Benson and Mr. Johnson, as sureties on Agency 
bond given to Piedmont Fire Insurance Company, June 1, 1937. 

Sometime ago we were emoloyed by Piedmont Fire Insur¬ 
ance Company to bring suit on its account, but have delayed doing 
so until we could become fully informed as to the v-rious aspects 
of the transactions among the oarties, and until we were in a oosi- 
tion to try to arrange a conference with you gentlemen. 

The amount due Piedmont Fire Insurance Comoany on the 
Agency Account, as of *arch 20, 1941, w-s $11,519.45, and It is 
assumed th't since that time some changes in the account may have 
been caused by cancellation of policies and collections from sub¬ 
agents, but it seems aooarent that there Is now due on the ccount 
something in excess of $10,000.00. 

It may be suggested that other credits should be given 
on the account because of matters of which we have no information. 
It may be concluded that because of the delivery to Mr. Benson of 
the letter from Piedmont Fire Insurance Comoany, dated March 4, 
1940, Mr. Benson has no liability on the bond. It may be con¬ 
cluded that because of the bove letter, both Mr. Kline and Mr. 
Johnson have no liability on the bond. We have given much con¬ 
sideration to these matters and believe that such conclusions are 



I* < 


t 




not well founded and we are prepared to prosecute an action on 
the bond. 

The writer’s acquaintance with some of you is such 
and has existed for such a long time that we are not willing to 
file a law suit without giving all of you an opportunity to sit 
down and talk with the writer about this matter, with the under¬ 
standing that we may discuss this matter frankly and freely 
without prejudicing the interests of anybody, and as to Mr. 
Johnson, we give positive assuranee that no process in any con¬ 
templated action will be served on him while in Oklahoma City 
or the State of Oklahoma to attend any such conference as may 
be arranged, for it is contemplated that separate action will 
have to be filed against him in St. Louis. 

We realize that the filing of suits as contemplated 
may result In some expense and embarrassment to you gentlemen and 
should be avoided if possible. Furthermore, it seems to us that 
as among reasonable men, some disposition of a matter of this sort 
should be made without litigation. 

We therefore propose that Mr. Cowan take the initiative 
and, consulting with the others, arrange for a conference at this 
office at a time which will meet your convenience and the writer 
will attempt to arrange his engagements accordingly, upon hearing 
from Mr. Cowan. 


lours truly, 
THURMAN & THURMAN 

* 





4 / 
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PlIIIADHMMIIA 


CHAS. H. COWAN, General Agent 

213 MERCANTILE BUILDING 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 

June 12, 1941 


Mr* B. 0. Johnson 
408 Olive Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Johnson, 


You, of course, received a letter from hessrs. 
Thurman and Thurman, copies of which were sent to John 
ion, George Kline, and myself. 

Upon receipt of this letter we discussed the 
matter with our mutual friend, Austin Rittenhouse; and 
after I explained to him the fact that the Piedmont, by 

I 

collections of unpaid balances, which amounted to some 

, 

could not now, after they have made what collections they 
could, turn bach, as it were, all bad accounts for me to 
make good. 


At the recommendation of Mr, Rittenhouse, I talked 
to Mir* Hal Thurman and explained to him the position I was 
going to take; and he has agreed not to take any action until 
we can check over the accounts for the purpose of ascertain¬ 
ing whether or not all credits have been given me. For the 
time being, George Kline and John Benson are not going to 
discuss this matter with hr, Thurman, their action being 
prompted by the recommendation of Attorney R:t ttenhou.se. 

In other words, for the time being, it is going to 
remain in status quo; and while some of the boys have the 
idea he will never bring suit, I believe that he will; but 
I also believe that'' we oar. defeat any suit brought* hr. 
Rittenhouse ha3 agreed to handle the case for us* 


4 / 
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Page 2 


opments. 


. Johnson 


6-12-41 


I shall keep you. advised of any further devel 


Yours very truly 


c/b 


June 14th, 1941 


Mr. Charles H. Cowan 
213 Mercantile Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dear Charles: 

Tour letter of June 12th 
to hand. The situation i8 about as 
I imagined it, I note that in case 
the suit is brought, Mr. Rittenhouse 
intends to defend it down there but 
inasmuch as Mr. Thurman also claims 
he will sue me here in St. Louis, 
just what good is Mr. Bittsnhouge's 
defense going to do met 

It looks as if I may h~ve 
the burden of defending the whole 
thing thrown on my shoulders. I 
should like to hear further about 

this. 

With best regards. 


Tory truly yours. 


SgJjJL 




\ 
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CHAS. H. COWAN. General Agent 

213 MERCANTILE BUILDING 
OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLAHOMA 

June 24, 1941 


Mr* B. G. Johnson 
408 Olive Street 
St* Louis, Missouri 


Bear Johnson, 


Attorney Austin Rittenhouse, George Kline, Jotu , 

end I have been in a huddle, as it were, as to just what might 
take place in connection with the Piedmont account • 

Their attorney, Mr, Thurman, in response to my call,as 
solicited in his letter, came to my office; and I showed him where, 
according to our books, we owe the Piedmont approximately 300* 
or $400,00, The exact amount cannot be definitely set until all 
policies have either expired or been canceled. I offered to pay 
him this amount of money, which he refused. 

Attorney Rittenhouse has briefed this co.se and feels 
more than reasonably sure that, should this matter come to suit. 

First, He can demur the case out of court because of the fact that 
no formal demand has been made on either you, Kline, or Benson for 
the amount due. 

Second, That the bond has been made void because of the fact that 
John Benson was relieved of his liability without formal notice 
and acceptance by you and George Kline, 

The third step in the case is that I offered to pay the company 
the difference between ’ey Accounts Receivable and my Accounts 
able, which it is reasonable to assume that that is all I could 
do in view of the fact that the company took it upon themselves 
to address all the agents advising them not to make any further 

, the Re¬ 

ceivable; and Attorney Rittenhouse believes that any court would 
decide that if and when they did this, which is evide 
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, 


sent to all agents end a letter sent to me enclosing a copy of 
tho letters sent the agents, they were unsuccessful in making 

, , f ir s t, ' r in- 

cipal and certainly not an obligation on the part 

' 

Fourth as usual, and I still think it would be a ! ; ot- 

withstanding the fact that Attorney Rittenhouse suggests, in fact, 
told me tc tell you, that he thought it would he dangerous for 
you to come down here, even though Attorney Thurman agreed not to 
get service on you while you were In >klf Jil . 

use is handling this case for George, John, and 
me and looking after your interests without any charge for at tor- 
» foes; and the only expense I will he put to in do fen'■"•ting 

Dn that may be brought will he limited to the court costs* 

As a side-light, 1 might say that George has taken the 
' 

hut made the goat of by the company threatening him with a lawsuit 
before a formal request as to his liability was made* 

All of these features, of course, have been gone over 

by Rittenhouse, Kline, Benson, and myself; and Rittenhou .- 

gests that we write no letters, acknowledge receipt of no letters, 
and say nothing, under the theory that the next move should come 
leir attorney, ' a*• Thurman* If he brings 
any action, it will he necessary for him to outline his reasons 

. 

up; 

me that i: had let me alone I could have worked out; and 

I think I can assure you that in the final analysis there will be 

connection with this matter. 

Is rather 3 b, but 

I want to get myself on record with you, Mr. Kline, and : . 
as well as Attorney Rittenhouse, so that there will be no misunder 
standing as to what the procedur 

With kind personal regards, I an 


Yours very truly. 



c/b 


. . 


w 


JACOB CHASNOFF 
GEORGE C.WILLSON 
JOHN H. CUNNINGHAM, JR. 

ERIC P. NEWMAN 


CHASNOFF, WILLSON S CUNNINGHAM 

ATTORNEYS AND LEGAL COUNSELORS 

BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 

ST. LOUIS 


June 28, 1941. 


Mr. B. G. Johnson, 
408 Olive Street, 

St. Louis, Missouri. 


Re: Charles H. Cowan Agency Bond. 


Dear Mr. Johnson 


I have reviewed the correspondence in 
connection with the above mentioned matter and feel that 
you have properly protected yourself to the full extent 
in view of the situation which has arisen. 

In view of the fact that the principals 
and the other sureties on the bond are friendly with you, 
it seems advisable for you to answer Mr. Cowan's letter 
of June 24, 1341, and request from him certain information 
which will assist you in protecting your position in the 
event you are required to do so independently. 1 feel 
that you should first request a copy of the agency bond 
dated June 1, 1937, which you executed in favor of Piedmont 
Fire Insurance Company. I think that you should obtain a 
photostatic copy of the letter of the Piedmont Fire Insur¬ 
ance Company dated March 4, 1940, releasing or attempting 
to release the surety obligation of Mr. Benson. You should 
also request any letters from the Piedmont Fire Insurance 
Company written after March 4, 1940, which show that that 
company considered only two sureties to be obligated on 
the bond. One of such letters is referred to in Mr. Cowan's 
letter to you of October 9th and there may be others. 

I feel satisfied that Mr. Rittenhouse has 
copies of all these instruments in his files and it would 
not be an imposition for Mr. Cowan to make such request 
in view of his desire to protect you. 

Other than assembling these basic facts 
1 feel that there will be no advantage to you in taking 
any affirmative action or making any inquiry of Messrs. 
Thurman & Thurman or the Piedmont Insurance Company until 
they make a formal demand on you, at which time you should 
state your position. 



V 


Mr. B. G. Johnson, #2. 


6-28-41 


1 am returning to you herewith your 
file in the above matter so that you may write to Mr. 
Cowan directly and so as not to affect Mr. Cowan’s 
employment of Mr. Rittenhouse to protect your interest. 


EPN:VC 


Sincerely yours, 

Cv^ r 


June 30th, 1941 


Mr. Charles H. Cowan 
Mercantile Building 
Oklahoma City, Qkla. 

Bear Charles; 


Tour letter of June 34th 
received and read with considerable 
interest. In view of the possibility of 
uy being sued in St. Louis* it seems to me 
that it would be useful to have a copy of 
the aganqy bond I signed dated June 1st, 1937. 

I would also, if possible, liko a photostatic 
copy of the letter of the Piedmont Plre Insurance 
Company dated March 4th, 1940, releasing or 
attempting to release the obligation of Mr. Benson 
on this bond. Also of any letters written after 
March 4th, 1940 which show that the company con¬ 
sidered only two sureties being obligated on 
that bond. 


I saw your Mother a few days ago 
and she is looking quite well - considerably 
better than this time last suramer. 

With best regards. 


Tours very truly, 


BQJjJL 


CC to r. Chasnoff 
rr* *11Ison 

I4r« Ctm .inQhaia 

zmiv c 

-j« c« Jj^naoa - Uafcmta aa.-^aaU 


Liability as surety on bond to iadesaUfy insurance 
corapany in operation of Insurance agency* Surety claims 
to be releasee on the rou r that the insurance company 

has released one of the other sureties* 

The insurance company is the Fiedciant Fire insur¬ 
ance Company and the agency is the C! arles Cowan Agency 
in Jklaiioma City* The Batter of taking a position in 
opposition to the led ont Fire nsurance Company has 
been discussed with hr* Ctmninghan* 


ncing handled. 






l , IIII.AI)i:i.l , mA\.VTI()\AI. IXSMMTi: ('.OMI»AXY 

RJHLADELI’IIIA 


CHAS. H. COWAN. General Agent 

213 MERCANTILE BUILDING 
OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLAHOMA 

July 7, 1941 


Mr* B. G. Johnson 
408 Olive Street 
St* Louis, Missouri 


Dear B. G*, 


Complying with your request, I am enclosing copy 
of the Agency Bond signed by you, together with copy of the 
General Agency Contract and copy of letter dated March 4,1940, 
signed by Secretary Tomlinson, in which he advised me that 
they had relieved John Benson of liability under the bond as 
per photostatic copy of their letter addressed to John Benson* 
I am also enclosing copies of several other letters written in 
connection with this item, so that you will have the entire 
file in front of you, as do Mr. Kline, Mr* Benson, and Mr* 
Rittenhouse* 

I wish to call your particular attention to the com¬ 
pany's letter dated December 6, 1940, to the agents, in the 
fifth paragraph of which they stated that all remittances cov¬ 
ering premiums should be made direct to the company, or in 
other words, stopped me from making any further collections* 

I am calling this to your particular attention because of the 
fact that Mr* Rittenhouse states that with this letter it is 
evident to him that any court would hold that they had auto¬ 
matically assumed all unpaid balances. 

If there is anything further you wish to know about 
this matter, please call on me. 


Yours very truly. 




PIBEMONT FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
AGENCY BOND 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, That wo CHARLES H. COWAN OF 

Oklahoma City, in the State of Oklahoma, as principal, and 
BURDETTE G. JOHNSON of St. Louis, in the State of Ilissouri, as 
surety, are held and firmly bound unto the Piedmont Fire 
Insurance Company in the Just and full sum of Five Thousand 
($5,000*00.) Dollars, lawful money of the United states of 
America, to be paid to the said Piedmont Fire Insurance 
Company or to its successors or assigns; for which payment, well 
and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors and 
administrators, Jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 
Sealed with our seals, dated the day of June in the year one 

thousand nine hundred and thrity seven. 

WHEREAS the above named principal has been selected and is about 
to be appointed general agent for the said Piedmont Fire Insurance 
Company in the said State of Oklahoma, and 
WHEREAS said appointment is upon the condition that the said 
principal shall furnish satisfactory surety for the faithful 
performance of his duties as such general agent in the manner 
hereinafter provided, and 

WHEREAS the above boundan surety, in consideration of such 
appointment being made, and of the sum of one dollar to him duly 
paid, does agree to become and hereby does become such surety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CONDITION of this obligation is such that if 
the said principal shall in all respects faithfully fulfill the 
agreements with the said company, as we 11 as observe and carry 
out the instructions which may be given to him, either through 
its own officers or through any of its Department Officers, and 
shall duly and properly account for and pay over to the said 
company all premiums coming into his hands on or for Policies of 


Insurance; and shall also refund to the said company the unearned 
commissions on the premiums returned under cancelled policies, 
and all monies of the company v/hioh may at any tine come into his 
hands, or pass under his control, from any source whatsoever; and shall 
apply all sums of money or funds which he may receive for the pay¬ 
ment of losses, or other purposes, in such manner as he may he in¬ 
structed by the said company; and shall also duly and properly 
discharge any and all indebtedness or liabilities due from him to 
the said company, account for all goods, chattelB or other 
property which may come into his hands or possession, or under 
his control, for, and on behalf of, the said Piedmont Fire Insurance 
Company, and shall keep true and correct books of accounts and make 
regular and full and correct reports of the business transacted by 
him for said company, and shall in all respects well and faithfully 
discharge and perform his duties as such general agent; and shall 
upon demand by the said Piedmont Fire Insurance Company deliver up 
and hand over all monies, notes, books, accounts, memoranda, 
property, effects and other things belonging to the said Uedmont 
Fire Insurance Company, or connected with or growing out of the 
said agency, to such person or persons as the said Piedmont Fire 
Insurance Company or its Departments shall order and direct; and 
shall reimburse the said company for all extra expenses, including 
the oost of collections occasioned by any delinquency or failure 
to comply with the foregoing conditions; then this obligation shall 
be void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect. 

The said surety waives notice (as to the time the same shall be 
given) of any failure on the part of said agent to faithfully 
perform any of the duties, or obligations aforesaid. 

signed and delivered in the 
presence of 

Charles II. Cowan _L.S • 

Burdette 0. Johnson 

John Benson 

Geo. W. Kline L*S• 




mcucKT firs xul>uk jjci. couiMar 

hurtford, Connecticut 
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Lferoh 4, 1940 


Ur* C* H* Cowon. General ,gent 
i^roantilo Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dear Slrt General geney Band 

We have your letter of February 24th. Gordon is out of the office 
for o couple of weeks, so the natter has boon posood along to n» 
for attention. 

I do not think wo should hold Mr* Km mon as a surety any longer. 

pparently it wan definitely understood that should ho retire fron 
the insurance bus 1 no ns ho would be released fron his obligation, so 
I think we nitfit well go ahead and release him. leaving the bond 
otherwise as it is with rears. Johnson and Kline as sureties. \m 
say tills on the asaunption that you are prepared to rooonraend to us 
that they ore sufficient sureties and that they will both be willing 
to continue with Ur. Benson out of the picture, ^'robably it vould be 
well for you to so notify then, whioh please do. 

><e are not surprised that you are running into difficulty in secur¬ 
ing a corporation bond. .Tie surety com*uiioi 2 soon to have tightened 
up on their operations with relation to ;igency and general agency 
bonds, so for the tire being we will waive our ro juest that you secure 
a bond from that source. 

3 to the regular gency grown out, our Legal ^epurtuont tells us that 
there is nothing therein to waive our right to securing u separate bond. 

s a matter of Ihct, the £.enoy greeraont is nerely signed by ' age 
or the general agent vhoreas what v® want is a bond with oepti Co 

sureties* 

V*e are writing a separate letter addressed to mt* Jenson releasing hiti 
fron his responsibility under your bond, This can be olivered to him 
and you can retain the attaohed copy fbr your files. 

Trusting all of the foregoing is satisfactory to you, v® reuuln 


Yours very truly. 


HRT/SR signed: 


11* R* Tanlison, oooretury 


J 



Dear Sir: 

Bond of Chas. H. Cowan, General Agent 

Referring to your letter addressed to Mr. Gordon Kyle, 
Secretary, of February 1st, we have to advise’that we have 
been discussing this matter with Mp. Cowan and have written 
him tbday that we are willing to release you from your 
responsibility under his bond, which you signed under date of 
June 1, 1937, your release to take effect from and after this 
date, March 4, 1940. 

Will you please let us have your acknowledgment. 



HRT/ER 


Secretary 


c\^\ 


c 



pril 19, 1940 


r# George • -lino, 

ofclahone City, Ofclahonn. 


loar Georg©: 


In line with our uunorouc conversations regarding tiio bond 
which you signed no surety alone with B# G# Johnson of 
*>t# Louis, find . r# John -ennon of Oklahona City, you hav© 
been adviced that the caapany hoe rolioved Hip# Benson of 
any liability under this bond as of : torch 4, 1940* 

I can appreciate that for obvious reasons you v ould prefer 
to be relieved of liability under this bond and, as stated 
to you, Hr# Johnson would prefer to be relieved of liability 
in lino with tho suggestions in his letter dated nril 10th, 
copy of which is attached# 

1 believe you have the full story in connection with this 
cuoe and X vould appreciate any ooriaentc you ni^jht wish to 

rake# 


Yours very truly. 


o 


General sent 
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
,pril 10, 1940 


Mr. Charles H* Cowan, General gent 
X&reaatile Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dear Charlies 

I have your letter o t pril 19 in which you diaonec tho Bond on v&ioh 
you fare principal and Ur* B* G* Johnson of a t* Uouio, Hlasaurl, 

UTm John Benson of Oklahoma City sind I are sureties* 

1 am u\mre of the fact that Mr* Benson has been relieved of hie liability 
as of Parch 4, 1940, but I am at somewhat of a loos to decide just what 
use should be made of the invitation in the hist paragraph of your letter 
that I comment on the latest developments* *>oi3a one has node useof this 
statement "then in doubt toll the truth* “ 2 say as well adopt that pro¬ 

cedure in this ease* 

I doubt that a relationship between any group of four nan has boon more 
cordixil than have those which involve the men in this discussion* The 
change in your official connection end nine transpired at about the sane 
tir.:© and the possibility of any assistance with tins Bond signature was 
discussed before our present connections wore oade* t that time I freely 
consented to the use of isy signature and aubsc ;ucntly with the other 
sureties, executed the Bond* 

t that tine I had no occasion to realise the possibility that this 
service nl£&t adversely affect oe in the new position, but 1 a® now con¬ 
vinced that if the ms* approach were made at this tine I would be 

obliged to refuse* 

You hove very thoughtfully pernsitted m to keep in close touch with your 
affairs surd at no time have I had occasion to doubt your ability to 
develop a profitable business uad your integrity and willingness to meet 
your obligations has not been uestioned* Far this reason it is diffi¬ 
cult for iso to concede that the Bond should be required of you. However, 

I am not sufficiently familiar with tho requireacatn of the different 
insurance companies end the bond re ittlrement may bo entirely in order* 

I am taking the liberty of accepting, in good faith, the thoughtful 
suggestion made in the second paragraph of your letter that I might 
prefer to be relieved from liability under this Bond* y position 
with the Fire Companies* adjustment Bureau is on© in which every 
movement oust be carefully considered* It is of course unlikely that 



anyone other than those lansdiately concerned with this transaction 
are fardliar vith the faot that I rta a surety on your Bond, but if 
by any chance this Information should ccoo to thooe not authorised 
to have it, it could very easily produce the adverse critioisa that the 
close personal relationship which exists betv/een you anti ne definitely 
results in discrimination on my ;jort in your favor and that of the 
companies which you represent. 

Therefore, in all sincerity, and without oven the shadow of an intima¬ 
tion that I doubt your Integrity or ability, but sololy from the stand¬ 
point of preventing any fraburruauant which nay be possible in the 
future, I would prefer to be relieved under this iond. 

With icindeot i>orsancil regards mC again thanking you for giving me an 
opportunity of expressing rysolf on the subject, 1 a» 


Yours very truly. 


QVX/rf 


-.v. . lino 
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msmm mat mM&i ice cohpaMY 
iiiRTmm* , c^sircncu? 

April 89, 1940 


Mr* Charles E* Cowm 9 General cant 
*.ercantlle :3uilding 
Oklahoma City, Okl&hooa 

Dear Charlie: 


Agency Bond 

Replying to yourn of the 80th Instant, It is the practice of 
the Company In all crises of General gencies to require Bonds* 
e are only too glad to relievo Acs. ru* Johnson and Aline upon 
receipt of a net/ md acceptable Bond, or its equivalent* 

Since you have already discussed this uettor with special -.gent 
.iodgoo, we too discussed it t?ith hip while he wes here in the 
office last week, and he ’,111 tajfce the fitter up with you promptly 
upon hie return to Oklahcea City, vftere I believe ho is due 

tomorrow raorning* 

It is our desire to help you in every way we oaa in this instance, 
and after you have talked it over with .<x* notices will appreciate 
your full said ocaaplot© advices* 

Kind and personal regards* 


Very truly yours. 


GK/Q 


hXGt&Ds 


Gordon Kyla 


PIEDMONT FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

June 5, 1940 
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Mr. Chas, H. Cowan, General Agent 
Mercantile Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Dear Charlies 

Roy Hodges wrote us at length a short time ago after his 
talk with you about a Bond for your General Agency, 

It would seem that there is a possibility of your shortly 
being in a position to put sufficient capital into your 
General Agency which will very much change the picture. 

Under the circumstances, if it is acceptable to the two 
remaining sureties on your Bond to continue, say until early 
Fall and they will so advise us, we will be only too glad to 
hold this matter in abeyance until, say about October 1st, 

By that time maybe we will be in a better position to know 
just what you can do. 

Kind personal regards. 


Very truly yours, 

(sgd.) 

Gordon Kyle 
Secretary 


GK:C 

P. S. As you know, the Company has to make it3 semi-annual 
statement as of the last day of this month, and in order to 
obtain credit in such statement it is necessary that all general 
agency balances under the 90 day rule be in our hands not later 
than the 29th. I think your January remittance was received 
about the last of May, which is on a 120 day basis. If it will 
be possible for you to take care of February and March not later 
than the 29th it would certainly be very much appreciated, as 
it will help our statement Just that much. 


GK 


mm issuh/jbe coai-inr 
wjsmm > 9 ccsanioTicuT 

July a, 1940 


Mr* Chaa# H« Cowan, General .gent 
HeroantUc Bulldine 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Dear Cir: 

Under date of June 5th v» wrote you in connection with your 
Bond, and advised that if it was acceptable to the two remaining 
sureties and they would so advise us, vm would ho only too glud 
to hold this xjattor in abeyance until, soy about October 1st, to 
which letter we have had no reply* 

On that letter wa added a postscript asking if it would hot be 
possible for you to take care of your February nd tftaeok balances 
before the end of June in order that we slight obtain credit for 
ona* in our ®al~ mutual ta tenant* 


I e were very ruich disappointed to find at the close of the rtooth 
that not even the Pobruaxy account had been taken car of, which 
jaeans that balance is nor; over 120 days past due, and it is the 
only such Oeneral ..geosy balance we have outstanding in the Boa* 
Office territory* 

o will appreciate it if you will write us fully and frankly 
letting us have remittance for these at your earliest convenience* 


Very truly yours. 
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FiiiifcfcMr no* Bern kc> com iiy 

IlGOTOKD, COlirt-CTICUT 

October 17, 1940 


T. Chas. Cowciii, General gent 
orcantile Building 
Oklahoma City, oklnhocui 

Deer -irs 

Mr* B* G. Johnson, one of the ureties under your iond with 
this cociiKiny unfior date of O ctober 14th writes la pert ao 

followss 

"On receipt of your letter, I wrote Ur. Cowan 
asking him to «2vise no os to existing conditio:* 
in this agency. In hie reply. dateO ctobor 11th, 
he gives no little actual information but does inform 
l» that the liability of Mr* John eneon under the 
vS000.00 bona signed by Ur. line, Ur. onson and 
nyoelf has been cancelled* 

I hove never consented to this cancellation find never fcne** 
until the receipt of Sr. co»an*o letter on t>otober 11th, that 
such cancellation had b&m rmde. I would very mch like to 
know by v&at method this cancellation was effected. 

on pril 0, 1940, : r. Cowun wrote asking ne to consent to the 
cancellation of both Ur. Kline* a and r. *jnson*s liability 
under the above bond. On pril 10th, 1940, I categorically 
refused to do so and had no more knowledge of the natter until 
1 received Ur. cowan's letter of October 9th.* 

Ur. Johnson*a statements arc not in accordance with the 
situation us wo understood it from you, and will appreciate 
your prompt and full advices* 

•e duly received youre of the 15th instant one losing check for 
v 500.00, and os promised, we will look forward to receiving 
further advices, together with additional remittances every 
few days. 


Very truly yours. 


GK/C 




Gordon Kyle 


vikzmm nm wsmms coa&jnr 
mBsmrn> 9 coimmncm 

December 6, 1940 
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-;r. c hm 9 B* cornu 
LcroaHtile Building 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

User at»i 

For your information w© «r« ©nolosing oopy of letter wbich we have 
Juot addressed Finley & Lollar, Fle&Bont .gents at da, Oklahoma* 
similar letter lias been sent to tho following Pledmat .gents* 

(IflllaB w* Ringer, rdsore C*C .Holden gency-Ll Tieno 


Jan© Flood - C&tsfcaefea 


• . ollis, Hinton 

c* Roy Lawyer I&t* /tganey 



Haoryetta 


Robert G. Rlee, £1 Bcmo 

Chao* • Cannier, Laid 

Hrs* L. c# ouaton, Guthrie 

v** E. King, Hugo 

u.t* G, Client a, Lindsay 

L* . ocollioter, UsngtiB 

Botuford Brothers company, ^ieai 

R* 0* House, uskogoo 

L. G. (Lyd) Hall, Rowata 

Jackson & Jack Don, Oklahoma City 

Boa o* Earned & Company, Okml&oe 

I* H« Tolbert, Pauls Valley 

U rs* Hayden Guild, Prague 

»«* lien Tumor, Layre 

Lonnie L* liucfcett, Shawtee 

Boyd B, Boras r in, iilphur 

Font ley Unywr, Vinita 

0oorgo Floyd clow, Britton 

C* .* Loodvjard, Lurant 

Boa iU kin, Oklahoiaa City 

Lot,la Ford, Stroud 

L* Cm Reeves, Tishomingo 

In connection with the Bartlesville goncy we have Ivon that special 

treatment and uro writing you under separate cover* 



#2 


b to outstanding business, ws will review a<m© carefully , und will 
try nod not disturb earnio nay acre than poeslble, exorcising our cmi 
underwriting Judcnont. 

If you can arrange with your other company to take over trie reinsurance 
of tldo outstanding buoinesa, taking oarcof the reinsurunoo nrecdua 
betv.eai you ntl that canaany, ve will bo only too glad to give it con¬ 
sideration upon receipt of your advices* If that con be done it would 
seen to ve desirable, particularly from your standpoint. 

iio railtt: nco has been received from you now for sane tii», and we 
trust that you will let us Imve a jubsttmtial one promptly, os I 
believe you will agree we have, up until this time, been very patient 
in this matter* 


Very truly yours. 


QK/C 


HJGUKDt 


Gordon Kyle 
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FXLUiOl*? FIRE IBOTt/JEK CO££\JJY 

sartiosl, caafr-cncuT 

B28CBCBKR G, 1940 


itocars* Finley & Lollnr 

da, Oklahoma 

-ont ltnen: 

Fffectivo Jeoenbor 6, 1940 f by rautual agreement, wo have to min; ted our 
i on oral gancy greecieitt with .1r. Chao* H. Cowan, and nor the present 
will operate the lodnont, In Oklahoma on a direct reporting basic* 

»©, therefore, notify you that on and after December 6th your authority 
ao gent for the riedmoot Fire insurance Company la rescinded. and If It 
beoaneo necessary to mate any endorsements on any unaxplrod lodnont pollcioc $ 
you should impure the noooscary endoroamont and forward it to our special 
gent, r* Leroy Hodges, jaerioan National Building* Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma, who will be pleased to ci*e the matter the nooosaary attention. 

should it bo cone neoessoxy or desirable in the noxml course of business 
to cancel for any reason -ledmont policies, then you have authority to do 
so, beings sure to send the documents diroet to i.lr. Hodges to bo passed 
through the 'bureau. This authority, however, does not In any way carry 
with it power to make endorsements or Increase the Piedmonts liability. 

All matters pertaining to lose adjustments find reports of losses should 
be referred promptly to special ^ent Hodges or pedal gait rtmr&on 
at address shorn below. 

On and after i>ecenber 6th any remittances covering premiums due under 
Piedmont policiee axe to be oado direot to this of floe for credit to the 
account of our farmer General gent* It will be appreciated if you vemld 
advice uo the status of aooounta due the . ie&iont by your gency* 

11 unuaod policiee, together with the goncy grocment hould be returned 
direct to this office or held until they can preronally bo tahon up by 
either >peoial gent Hodges or peoial gent, N. .enroon, of Tulsa. 

In winding up the affaire of the Piedmont with your gency it is our 
desire to do everything we possibly can to cause you the minium trouble 
and arnbarf ancient, and we nek your cooperation toward this end. 

Your prompt acknowledgment idll be appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 


GK/C 

CC-6/ Ui>.i:odgec, ..orioan Rational 3uilding 
Oklahoma City, oklrihoau 

l/. d*H. Pearson, -'hanpeon Dull ding , Tulsa, Oklahccbi 


secretary 



